PART   II

Reforms   in   Procedure   since   1832

CHAPTER   I

REFORM OF THE ANTIQUATED PROCEDURE
(1832-1878)

THE reform of the franchise in 1832, which was so-
momentous and decisive an event in modern English^
history, marks also an epoch in the history of the procedure"
of the House of Commons. The summons of the first"
reformed House is the starting point of a series of attempts,,
some successful, some unsuccessful, to improve the mode of
conducting parliamentary business. The new generation of
English politicians had overcome all opposition to extension
of the franchise, and at the same time had put an end to>
a condition of things in the constituencies and their distri-
bution, as well as in the legal basis of the House of
Commons, which had almost amounted to a national periL
In the first parliament returned upon the new suffrage the new
men began, with a zeal unprecedented in such a conservative
country, to carry out reforms in all provinces of social life,
legislation and administration ; and similar efforts were made,
from the outset, in the regulation of internal parliamentary
life, the order of business in the House of Commons. The
nineteenth century saw in England an extraordinarily com-
prehensive movement of reform the course of which may be
compared to that of a series of waves : the eager reforming
zeal of. a period of some years was followed regularly by a
short stage of hesitation and pause, until new circumstances
and new men took up, continued, and completed the changes
that had been set on foot, doing their work at times almost
with the rapidity of a storm. This simile may be applied to